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Detailed Explanation

Hydronic HVAC systems circulate heated or chilled water through piping networks to terminal units (e.qg.,
fan coils, radiators, radiant slabs), offering precise thermal control and high energy efficiency—especially
when integrated with heat pumps or thermal storage. Design and optimization standards define critical
parameters including minimum pipe insulation values, pump power limits (e.g., ASHRAE 90.1-2022’s 19
W/gpm limit for primary pumps), delta-T (?T) targets (typically ?10°F/5.6°C for chilled water, ?20°F/11°C
for heating water), and control sequencing requirements (e.g., variable flow vs. constant flow, reset
schedules). The comparison chart synthesizes divergent yet complementary mandates: ASHRAE
standards emphasize performance-based energy modeling and system-level efficiency; EN 15316
focuses on heat load calculation methodology and seasonal efficiency metrics; CIBSE Guides provide
UK-specific design guidance and occupancy-driven load profiles; and ISO 52016 introduces dynamic
simulation protocols for annual energy use assessment. Optimization criteria in the chart include
hydraulic balancing tolerances (x5% flow deviation per circuit), pump affinity law compliance for speed-
controlled systems, and mandatory inclusion of metering and trend logging per ISO 50001-aligned
energy management systems. Practitioners use this chart during conceptual design, equipment
specification, code review, and commissioning verification to resolve conflicts between overlapping
standards and prioritize high-impact efficiency measures such as primary—secondary pumping, low-
temperature hot water (LTHW) distribution, and adaptive reset strategies.



Key Components

1 Pump Sizing & Control Criteria

2 Pipe Sizing & Insulation Requirements

3 Delta-T Management & Hydraulic Balancing Protocols
Applications

Application

1 Design-phase compliance validation for commercial building projects
2  Energy model input parameter standardization (e.g., for EnergyPlus or IESVE)

3 Commissioning protocol development and TAB (Testing, Adjusting, Balancing) specification

Related Concepts

1 Variable Primary Flow Systems

2 Thermal Energy Storage Integration

3 Building Energy Modeling (BEM) Calibration
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